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We pray for those who have died and all those whose Anniversaries occur in the month of December
that they may enter joyfully into God’s Kingdom:
Adam Hibbert, Martin Padget, Eileen Dunn, Kevin Hewitt, Frank Orders, Julian Federico, Brian Bell, Bridgette Tancredi-Roberts
Emilia Micomonaco, Adrian DeGier, Doris Morfea, Frank Jordan, John Winter, Arthur Eames, Cass Sheehan,

Nancy Marzella, Giovanni Marzella, Leo Glennon, Rose Hegarty

Margaret Elliott, Juanita Noblejas-Pena, Mary Kate Kennedy, Emma Pini, Julie Pitts, Arthur George Webster, John Coffey, Christopher
Nolan, Bonifacio Nakpil Jr., Mary Fricker, Henry Lewis, Arthur Maxwell, William Seymon, Adam Bacash, Marguerita Theresa Walsh,
Gertrude Ryan, Ethel Corfield, Lorna Schulze, Barbra Osborne, Patrick Neeson, Tom Keely, Min Toohey, K.C. Peter, May Teycheney,
Phyllis Forssman, Alfred George Smith, Tom Villanti, Francis Rudolph, Robert Searle, Rose & William Butler; Dorothy, Aliee, William
Hearne; Keith, Duncan, Georgina & Anita Phillips, Fr. Flynn SSS, Tony Bedford, Ronald Lewis, Albert Bean, Monty Tyrrel, Harry Paul,
Mrs. Horton, Edna & Sharon Bedford, Leo O’Meara, Liz Kavanagh, Delphine Fernandes, William John O’Reily, Jack Greugan, Roderick
Gates, Alan Thornely, Charlotte Murphy, Mona Coleman, Connie White, John Glennon, Sylvia Bartlett, Joao Baronet, Bill O'Toole,
Barry Munari, Ulrich Gomes, Raffaele Di Domenica, Bernie Malone, Rose Taormina, Johanna Ormant, David Philp, Gus Hardy, Les
Caldwell, Kevin Allsopp, Najeebe Bacash, Wally Bacash, Lucy Nolan, Lyn Nolan, George Hansen, Fr Matt Keaney SJ., Avelino Peralta,
Shannon Feehan, Thomas DeSouza, Avelino Peralita, Renato Peralta, Angelo DeCarli, lvy Newcombe, lan Touhill, Eugenie Fullarton,
Elsie de Graaff, Jack Zoch, Ruby Hains, Joe Soppitt, Nance & Keith Barnett, Jack Sutherland, Fabrizio Ferrusi, Ferdinand Galati, Patrick
Keely, Loreto & Gaetano Lancia, Franco Di Edoardo, Natalie Vita, Alan Martin, Emily Bunt, David Sturrock, Mary Boyce, Julia Nelson,
Mary Sanco, Rohan Muir, Dora Isany, Jozsef Varga, Giuseppe & Giuseppa Bruno, Filomena, Freda, Albert, Orlando Cartolavo,

Carmel & Julia Keely, Dermot & Elizabeth Kavanagh, Arthur Kiernan, Katarina Komor, Nellie Best, Dorothy Pocock, John Molnar




Our Partner Parishes respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri people who are the traditional custodians of this land

and we pay respect to the Elders past and present.

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, Year C 26 December 2021

First Reading Sir 3:2-6. 12-14

Whoever fears the Lord honours his parents.

The Lord honours the father in his children,

and upholds the rights of a mother over her
sons.

Whoever respects his father is atoning for his
sins,

he who honours his mother is like someone
amassing a fortune.

Whoever respects his father will be happy
with children of his own,

he shall be heard on the day when he prays.

Long life comes to him who honours his
father,

he who sets his mother at ease is showing
obedience to the Lord.

My son, support your father in his old age,

do not grieve him during his life.

Even if his mind should fail, show him
sympathy,

do not despise him in your health and
strength;

for kindness to a father shall not be forgotten

but will serve as reparation for your sins.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 127:1-5. R. see v.1

(R.) Happy are those who fear the Lord and
walk in his ways.

1. O blessed are those who fear the Lord
and walk in his ways!
By the labour of your hands you shall eat.
You will be happy and prosper. (R.)

2. Your wife like a fruitful vine
in the heart of your house;
your children like shoots of the olive,
around your table. (R.)

3. Indeed thus shall be blessed
the man who fears the Lord.
May the Lord bless you from Zion
all the days of your life. (R.)

Second Reading Col 3:12-21

Concerning the Christian life in the world.

You are God’s chosen race, his saints;
he loves you and you should be clothed
in sincere compassion, in kindness and
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with
one another; forgive each other as soon as a
quarrel begins. The Lord has forgiven you; now
you must do the same. Over all these clothes,
to keep them together and complete them,
put on love. And may the peace of Christ reign
in your hearts, because it is for this that you
were called together as parts of one body.
Always be thankful.

Let the message of Christ, in all its richness,
find a home with you. Teach each other,
and advise each other, in all wisdom. With

gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and
hymns and inspired songs to God; and never
say or do anything except in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.

Wives, give way to your husbands, as you
should in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives
and treat them with gentleness. Children, be
obedient to your parents always, because that
is what will please the Lord. Parents, never
drive your children to resentment or you will
make them feel frustrated.

Gospel Acclamation Col 3:15. 16

Alleluia, alleluia!

May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,

and the fullness of his message live
within you.

Alleluia!

Gospel Lk 2:41-52

His parents found him in the temple, sitting among the
learned men, listening to them.

Every year the parents of Jesus used to go
to Jerusalem for the feast of the Passover.
When he was twelve years old, they went
up for the feast as usual. When they were
on their way home after the feast, the boy
Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem without
his parents knowing it. They assumed he was
with the caravan, and it was only after a day’s
journey that they went to look for him among
their relations and acquaintances. When they
failed to find him they went back to Jerusalem
looking for him everywhere.

Three days later, they found him in the Temple,
sitting among the doctors, listening to them,
and asking them questions; and all those who
heard him were astounded at his intelligence
and his replies. They were overcome when
they saw him, and his mother said to him, ‘My
child, why have you done this to us? See how
worried your father and | have been, looking
for you.” ‘Why were you looking for me?’ he
replied. ‘Did you not know that | must be busy
with my Father’s affairs?’ But they did not
understand what he meant.

He then went down with them and came to
Nazareth and lived under their authority. His
mother stored up all these things in her heart.
And Jesus increased in wisdom, in stature,
and in favour with God and men.
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©1963 by The Grail, England and used by permission of the publishers.
The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published
and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.

© 2017 Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd

All use must be in accordance with your user licensing agreement.

Reflection by Fr Michael Tate

Forget the tinselly sentimentality of
most depictions of the Holy Family. This
Gospel is real life. Anyone who has
temporarily lost their child in a crowd
knows the stabbing pain of uncertainty
and fear. Even more real, and occurring
more often, is the adolescent
impatience of Jesus: ‘Did you not know
I must be about my Father’s business?’

Every parent, bewildered and saddened
by the growing up and the growing
distance of a son or daughter, knows
what Mary and Joseph must have felt.

By the time Mary and Joseph found
Jesus, he had found the words to
express his unique identity. In this little
scene so full of pathos and heartbreak,
we hear the first words of Jesus in the
Gospels: ‘Did you not know | must be
about my Father’s business?’

What was his ‘Father’s business’ which
was so engaging for Jesus? To draw
every human being into the same
family relationship as He enjoys.

But did you note that it is our privilege
to celebrate this realisation as a
community? Only Jesus can say ‘My
Father’. We say ‘Our Father’. We enter
into the grace of intimate relationship
with  God, not as an atomised
individual, but as a person within a
society of baptised Christians - the
Church.

We could take a moment to pray for the
integrity which will enable us to express
this sense of identity in the unfolding of
our lives. We can pray also for those
saddened or bewildered by our
following of the One who taught us to
pray ‘Our Father’.

mtate@bigpond.com
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